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latter's refusal to agree to the annexation (unless Austria or another Power took the side of Turkey). On the other hand, if France was attacked by Austria, Russia was to declare war on the Hapsburg Monarchy.
Of greater significance than this half-hearted official agreement were the private negotiations between the princes and statesmen assembled at Erfurt. Talleyrand, although no longer Napoleon's minister of foreign affairs, played an important part in these unofficial activities. Pie had become convinced that the expansionist policies of Bonaparte and his violent methods spelled the ruin of France, and he secretly urged Alexander and Rumiantsev to make common cause with Austria in opposing Napoleon and in restoring the European balance of power. His advice fell on fertile soil, and Emperor Francis's representative at Erfurt, Baron Vincent, was surprised and pleased to discover that the attitude of the tsar towards Austria was as conciliatory and friendly as that of Napoleon was provocative and harsh. The ground for the future anti-French coalition was prepared at Erfurt, where the spell of Tilsit was definitely broken. "Bonaparte imagines that I am nothing but a simpleton (un sot)" Alexander wrote to his sister Catherine in September, 1808; "rira le mieux qui rira le dernier," *
Peace negotiations with Great Britain were perfunctory and came to naught in December, 1808. In the meantime the success of the Spanish resistance spurred Austria to take up arms in a desperate attempt to throw off the domination of Napoleon. Metternich, the Austrian ambassador to Paris, acting on the advice of, and in secret agreement with, Talleyrand, urged the Vienna government to declare war on France. During the negotiations preceding the outbreak of hostilities, Alexander played an ambiguous part. He feared that war between France and Austria might lead to the strengthening of the duchy of Warsaw and the reopening of the Polish question. Yet by courting simultaneously Napoleon and Emperor Francis he actually precipitated the conflict that it was in his interest to prevent. On the
4 The letter quoted has been the source of some confusion. In the volume of correspondence between Alexander and Catherine edited by the Grand Duke Nicholas Mikhailovich (Perepiska Imperatora Aleksandra I s Sestroi Velikoi Kniaginei Ekaterinoi Pavlovnoi [Correspondence of Emperor Alexander I with His Sister the Grand Duchess Catherine Pavlona], p, 17), it is erroneously dated "Weimar, May 26, 1807." The error was corrected in a later publication by the same historian (Imperator Aleksandr I, I, 55? 97), where the date is given as September, 1808. Alexander was not at Weimar in 1807, but he visited that city in September and October, 1808.